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1. Hwa Chong Institution (HCI) hosted and organised the 
inaugural HWA CHONG EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

conference on Future Schools following the pilot of the 
FutureSchools@Singapore initiative in 2008. HCEC 
2010 brings together close to 500 educators from 35 
education institutions in Australia, China, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, New Zealand, Vietnam, and Singapore. 

Ms Grace Fu, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of 
Education and Ministry of National Development gave 
the Welcome Address on 1 March (Monday) at HCI s 
High School Auditorium at 9.10 am.

2. Hwa Chong Institution (HCI) hosted and organised the 

19 to 28 July. The submit brings together 101 delegates 
from 25 secondary schools in Australia, China, India, 
Japan, Malaysia, Oman, Philippines, Saudi, Arabia, 
South Korea, the United Kingdom, the United States, 
and Singapore. One of the highlights of this Summit 
is tea with the President of the Republic of Singapore, 
His Excellency S.R. Nathan, at the Istana on 22 July. 

for Communications & Strategy at Royal Dutch Shell, 

Education, and Professor Kishore Mahbubani, Dean of 

Senior Parlimentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Home Affairs gave the Welcome Address 
while Mr. S. Iswaran, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of 
Trade and Industry and Ministry of Education delivered 
the Closing Address.

Once again, Hwa Chong has performed excellently at the 

Mathematics and Science Award 2010 (1), 23 of them were 
awarded the Public Service Commission (PSC) Scholarship. 
2 students were awarded the prestigious Singapore Armed 
Forces Overseas Scholarship. The Singapore Armed Forces 
Merit Scholarship was also awarded to 2 Hwa Chong 
students.

Examinations. 

Hwa Chong has emerged top in the nation for Mathematics 

adds to the existing list of accolades as the top performing 
school at the 2009 Singapore Mathematical, Chemistry, 

Hwa Chong students scored a Distinction in Project Work, 
the highest amongst all Junior Colleges in Singapore. Our 

our students with the Gold Medal for Excellence in Physics, 

2 students were awarded the Hwa Chong Institution  
Government of Singapore Investment Corporation (HCI-GIC) 
Study Award 2010. The HCI - GIC Study Award is given to 
students who have not only achieved sterling grades, but 
have also looked beyond themselves to serve their school 
and community.

1. Tee Zhuo (10A10) has done the school and country 
proud by winning one of two Gold Awards (Class A) 
at the Commonwealth Essay Competition. His winning 
essay was specially selected, by 2 different panels of 

2010. 

2.

3. Hwa Chong students once again lifted the Championship 

Solution to a Community Problem, in the Senior 
Division, Social and Political Category. Future Problem 
Solving Program International, FPSPI, 2010 was held 
between 10 and 13 June at the University of Wisconsin 

students from Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Russia, the United States 
and Singapore compete in this competition.

in Olomouc, the Czech Republic, the 38th Festival of 
Songs saw tough competition from 106 choirs from 11 
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countries. The Hwa Chong Choir sang their way to 
the hearts of the 20-member international panel of 
judges to emerge as the FIRST choral group from 
Singapore to attain the Overall Championship title at 
this competition.

5. Purple Comet International Mathematics Competition 

CHAMPIONS in the prestigious international mathe
matical competition. Competing against 1,617 teams 
from some of the best US high schools like Thomas 
Jefferson High School for Science and Technology, 
Monta Vista and Stuyvesant, our students clinched 
the coveted 1st Prize for the fourth time. 

Hwa Chong s Music and Dance Society (Modern 
Dance Division) swept 2 Championship titles in the 
Choreography and Ethnic Dance Categories at the 

about 1,500 dancers worldwide. 

7. Harvard-Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Mathematics Tournament Online Competition 
(2010). 6 Hwa Chong students emerged Champion 
at the Harvard-Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Mathematics Tournament Online Competition 
(HMMT) 2010.The HMMT is a prestigious annual 
mathematics tournament for high school students 
organised by Harvard and MIT. Every year, the 
tournament sees close to 1,000 participants from 
some of the best international schools, making it one 
of the largest mathematics competitions in the world.

8. Creative Hwa Chong students excel in national 
InfoComm and Robotics competitions. 8 teams of 
InfoComm and Robotics talents have done Hwa 
Chong proud by clinching top awards at Nanyang 
Polytechnic-Microsoft Photo360 Competition, 
National Junior Robotics Competition 2010, National 

Animation Challenge 2010 and Splash Awards 2010.

9. Hwa Chong studet was the top Singaporean Silver 
medalist at the recently concluded 21st International 

is a global platform for the brightest young talents in 

saw 233 gifted students from 58 countries compete 

conducting biological experiments.

10. Hwa Chong studet also did well at the International 
Olympiad in Informatics (IOI), held in Canada, to 

Olympiad in Informatics sees the best young brains in 
computing compete to create the most creative and 
effective programmes to solve a variety of tasks. This 
year s competition attracted close to 300 youths from 
more than 80 countries. 
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When the stages 1 and 2 of the Singapore MRT s Circle 

raise funds. A Hwa Chong Junior College (HCJC) old boy, 

and it was during this time that Hwa Chong also made a 
mark on the Singapore MRT s history with its bid to name the 
upcoming MRT station that is being constructed right in front 
of its campus, after Tan Kah Kee, Chinese High s founding 
father. 

but marvel at the extent of involvement he and his family 

and David, 17   were all products of Chinese High, Hwa 

graciously agreed to share his thoughts with this publication 
about life in Hwa Chong and thereafter. 

Your experience as the pioneering batch of HCJC student?

* She was a member of the Student Council 
and the Chinese Orchestra while I was active in the NCC(Air) 
and Outdoor Activities Club. 

environment offers. There were of course challenges - we 
had to do things without the advice of seniors, and had to 
think out of the box to start new traditions and set precedents 

excitement and achievement. For instance, we got to play a 
part in composing the school song and designing the school 
uniforms. 

At that time, the 
c o mmitment 
and leadership 
from HCJC 
principal and 
teachers were 
exemplary and 
critical to help 
the new college-on-the-block grow to the successful and 
premier institution it is today. I recalled two General Paper 

of them worked hard to set up the GP library   one that was 
well-stocked with good and comprehensive GP resources. 
Many Hwa Chong students owe their GP achievements to 
these resources. 

What goes into your bond with Hwa Chong?

grow. As the pioneer HCJC student, both myself and my wife 

we had continued to stay in touch with HCJC friends even 
after we completed the two year JC education. This was how 
we became involved in college alumni activities thereafter. 

Committee, including as President from 1998 to 2001. I was 
privileged to be the Chairman of the HCJC s 25th Anniversary 
Celebration s working committee   this was a gala event held 
on 25 July 1999, with the late President Ong Teng Cheong 
as the Guest-of-Honour. We raised a total of S$ 150,000 for 

HCJC old boys too. They still have fond memories of the 
school where they grew up and developed their wings. 
Gabriel met his HCJC friends for soccer games whenever 
he was home from his studies in Australia. He still keeps in 

*

An Old Boy Says   
Mr Yam Ah Mee
(74/75 ET1, Hwa Chong Junior College)

Continue on page 9
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touch with his secondary classmates from Chinese High too. 

in the Hwa Chong basketball team. He also keeps in touch 
with a few close secondary and college friends, celebrating 
birthdays and achievements together. The youngest boy, 
David (17), is currently in JC2 and is the Captain of the Hwa 
Chong Judo team. In the family, all of us being Hwa Chong 
products, we shared a strong sense of history and traditions. 

What do you remember of the HCJC Alumni? 

a key highlight for HCJC Alumni for many years. This was 
an important occasion for old boys and existing students to 
celebrate the occasioon together and to renew friendships 
and personal ties. 

I would urge all students to enjoy their years in Hwa Chong, 
immerse in its rich cultural environment and try to develop 
to their fullest potential. And I would also like to see more 
old boys join the alumni activities.

Of course, I fully understand that for many of us focused on 
building careers and raising families, the main challenge in 

of the day to participate in Alumni activities. Hence it was 
extremely important that we provide good alternatives in our 
programmes so that people who agree to participate must 

make useful contributions and optimise their time.

It is now Hwa Chong Institution, and there are no longer 
clear distinctions between the secondary school Chinese 
High and the HCJC. How do you think this might impact 
on HCJC Alumni?

and the Hwa Chong Institution (HCI) name. I was grateful to 

overseeing the study and development of the IP programme 
for HCI. We were glad that the proposal was eventually 
accepted by MOE. Clearly, since the inception of the IP 
programme, Hwa Chong has continued to excel and develop 
our students to their fullest potential possible.

With the formation of HCI, I believe that the students from 
the IP programme will become stronger Alumni as a result 
of the 6 years forged together in the Institution. We will 
however need to continually ensure that new students who 
join directly to the HCI (College) and will thus only have 2 
years association with HCI are also exposed to and imbue its 
key ethos and values. This will put the HCI Alumni in good 
stead for the future.

It is understandable for the pre-IP HCJC Alumni, who did 

Hence there is a need for mutual efforts to forge better ties 
and bonds amongst the Alumni and the efforts can begin 
with activities of common interest to both parties. Ultimately, 
there could be an inclusive umbrella   a Hwa Chong Alumni 
with different chapters - to serve different needs of students 
from different phases of the unique Hwa Chong history.

Editor s note:

Director in the Peoples  Association after this interview.

From page 7
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Introduced in 1971, the SAFOS is a prestigious scholarship, 
widely recognised as second only to the President s 

Scholarship. We are pleased to share that 2 Hwa Chong 
alumni, Soh Kah Loke (08S66) and Tay Jian Hua (08S6K) 
have been awarded the prestigious Singapore Armed Forces 
Overseas Scholarship. The SAFOS is awarded annually to 
excellent all-rounded individuals with the ability to lead 
the nation in maintaining peace and stability. Hwa Chong 

more about them!

How do you guys feel after being awarded the SAFOS?

Jian Hua: First and foremost, I feel honoured to be a recipient 
of the SAFOS because of the high hopes and expectations 
that come with the award of the scholarship. Also, the 
scholarship is a form of recognition of our potential and 

is what I feel grateful and thankful for. With so much faith 
invested in us, I know it is only our duty to serve our nation 
and the SAF wholeheartedly, with dedication, commitment 

responsibility of being a leader in the SAF, and thankful for 
being granted this rare opportunity to grow. I look forward 
to the next few years of studying abroad and also to taking 
junior command when I come back to serve in the navy. 

Both of you were from the National Cadet Corps (NCC) 
back in school, how has the experience impacted you as a 
person?

Jian Hua: My experience in NCC taught me a number of 
important life lessons that I believe I will constantly revisit in 

mental attitude, even when put in most uncomfortable or 
unfamiliar of situations. I also learnt of the value of friendship 
and camaraderie, because those strong bonds I formed with 
my platoon-mates in NCC were what got me through all the 
tough training. Along the way, I also learnt how to motivate 

SAFOS SCHOLARS 2010
others by bringing out their positive thoughts and feelings. 
All these lessons made me a better leader and team-player 
and I trust that they will come in useful for me in the future.

in the hot sun (and many many more) taught me about 
perseverance, and the power of the human will. I wanted to 
become stronger so that I can be that source of support and 
encouragement for others, just like my platoon mates were 
for me. I still remember the early morning training at the 

paid off!

I enjoyed the camaraderie I shared with my platoon mates, 
and I learnt to value my relationships with others more. I am 

What was your most memorable experience in Hwa Chong?

Jian Hua: The most memorable of times I spent in Hwa 

2009. As student organisers of this inaugural event, we 
planned and worked everything from scratch and that was 
both a challenging and exciting experience for me. We 
spent long hours in meetings and work sessions, and even 
during the actual event itself, many of us lost sleep and rest, 
some working overnight to ensure things ran according to 

plus, more importantly, the enduring friendships we forged 
with everyone that left its mark in our hearts. 

organized as the 35th Students  Council. Staying up late in 
school to prepare for events, going crazy with my orientation 
group, meeting a bunch of fun-loving and trustworthy friends 

Council most fondly.

With Teacher s Day approaching, any words for your 
teachers?

throughout my last 6 years in Hwa Chong, and of course a 
very happy teacher s day! :)

Jian Hua: To all my teachers, you have been inspirational 

imparting your knowledge, wisdom and values! Words can 

it s been an enlightening, enriching and exciting 6 years in 
Hwa Chong for me because of you!
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if you just want to know more fellow Hwa Chongians in the city. Interested to be part of our overseas 

Overseas Representatives

Contact: chang.zing@gmail.com

in 2006 and was part of the legendary 
Hwa Chong Netball team. She is 
currently on a one year stint at Village 
Earth Consulting in Shanghai. She 
hopes to meet fellow schoolmates and 
catch up on the good old shared Hwa 
Chong memories. 

Shanghai, China

Contact: hrjrex@gmail.com

Rex graduated from Hwa Chong in 
2002. He is currently managing his 

Guangzhou. He welcomes all alumni 
to come to Guangzhou and be his 
guests.

Contact: henghui.chen@gmail.com

Heng Hui graduated from Hwa Chong 

He would love to help fellow Hwa-
Chongians who are keen to know more 
about China

Guangzhou, China

Any advice for juniors who has interest in a military career?

Jian Hua: My advice is not to jump into a military career 
merely because of the prestige or glory that comes with it. 
Think about the higher purpose behind the military career 
and recognize that the men and women who don their 
greens do that with the knowledge that they have made a 

is it that you want to achieve in this career and see if your 
values match those of the organization. Give these points 
some thought and I believe you would make an informed 
decision when the time comes.

to be sure of their future career with the limited amount of 

experiences and knowledge we have. A military career isn t 
for everyone. For those who have interest in a military career, 

realities they face everyday. Once you take that leap of faith, 
go for it all the way!

Lastly, any favourite personal quote you would like to share?

dream big and dare to be

hard for A levels and all the best!
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